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(2) When questioned by the Commission through its staff, Judge DiBenedetto
expressed surprise at the apparent Facebook connections and denied knowing about
their existence or how they could have a connection to him. He agreed to take steps
that would eliminate the problematic public posts that created the appearance of
impropriety and would work with court staff to ensure that his personal Facebook
page would conform with expected standards. Judge DiBenedetto misrepresented his
knowledge of why the posts were on his Facebook page with the intent to affect the
Commission’s actions. Based on those false statements and misrepresentations, the

Commission closed that complaint file.

(3) On February 10, 2026, the Commission’s Executive Director was contacted by
the Director of the Alaska Department of Law Criminal Division to convey
information from a Department of Public Safety analyst who recognized Judge
DiBenedetto’s name as one associated with two separate closed criminal
investigations into sex trafficking. In a follow-up conversation with the Deputy
Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety more details were provided. One
investigation was in 2021, the other in 2023. As part of the electronic data collection
in those investigations, the judge’s phone number appeared once in each
investigation. Each call was to a different victim of the sex trafficking operation and

was brief, lasting about 20 seconds.

By associating with individuals who appeared to be sex workers on a Facebook page
that showed him as a judge, and further misrepresenting his knowledge and intent to associate
with those individuals throughout the Judicial Conduct investigation, Judge DiBenedetto
intentionally deceived the Commission, and engaged in conduct that violates AS
22.30.011(a)(3)(C), (D), and (E) and Canons 1, 2A, 4A(1) and 4A(2) of the Alaska Code of

Judicial Conduct.
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